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Abstract 
 
Examination design of HKDSE Liberal Studies and Ming Pao Liberal Studies 
newspaper supplement were analyzed using quantitative and qualitative content analysis to 
identify the design of content of two sources. As newspaper may be a useful educational tool 
in learning Liberal Studies when there was no designation of LS textbooks. The inquiry 
revealed no difference between the combination of elements to be examined in the public 
examination, yet different in frequency of the elements appeared. The findings also identified 
possible impact of the wordings used in the newspaper supplement on student’s learning and 
reinforcement of the examination-oriented culture. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
Introduction 
 
In this chapter, the background of the study which is also the motivation of this study 
will be explained, followed by the purposes of the research. Clarification of terms is included 
in the end of this chapter. 
 
1.1 Background of the study 
It was found that several local newspaper companies have designed Liberal Studies 
(LS) newspaper supplements especially for local secondary school students to subscribe. Most 
of the local secondary schools in Hong Kong encourage their students to subscribe to 
newspaper supplement, not only to promote the habit of reading newspaper, but also to use it 
as teaching and learning materials. When newspaper could be an educational tool when 
teaching LS or other subjects, yet, due to the feature of Hong Kong education system – 
examination-oriented, are these LS newspaper supplements focus more on examination?  
 
In the field of Social Studies, there are substantial research studied the effectiveness of 
textbook in helping student’s learning and the use of different materials in learning LS in Hong 
Kong. However, studies about the newspaper supplement as an educational tool in learning, 
specifically, LS in Hong Kong, are very limited. Despite the fact that using textbooks and 
newspapers are effective in student’s learning for different social studies subjects in foreign 
countries, it might not be applicable in Hong Kong. Since LS textbook serves as reference 
books for teachers and students. Meanwhile, there are limited researches about the design of 
teaching and learning materials in relation of examination or assessment for different subjects. 
As a result, this study has chosen local LS newspaper supplements as research target, so as to 
study the design of its content in relation to HKDSE LS examination. 
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1.2 Purposes of Research 
This study is an attempt to add to our knowledge base about how LS newspaper 
supplements in local newspaper interpret the examination of one of the core subjects -  LS in 
Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE) examination. The objectives of this 
study are threefold:  
a.! to identify the design and features of the HKDSE Liberal Studies examination 
past paper1; 
b.! to examine the design of the content of Ming Pao Liberal Studies newspaper 
supplements for local secondary school students in Hong Kong;  
c.! to compare the analysis so as to review the extent of alignment of the ways in 
handling examination content of the two text.  
 
1.3 Clarification of Terms 
(a) Newspaper supplements 
Newspaper supplement is a printed additional publication, which has “a role secondary 
to that of concurrent publication” (Moriarty et al., 2015). It has up-to-date news context and 
has softer news compared with news in the main newspaper (Sener, 2014). 
 
Newspaper companies in Hong Kong, for instance, Ming Pao Newspaper Limited, Sing 
Tao Newspaper Limited, Hong Kong Economic Times Holdings Limited, Hong Kong 
Economic Journal Company Limited and Wen Wei Po Company Limited, the above companies 
have LS newspaper supplements subscription schemes (Appendix 1) for local secondary school 
                                                
1 HKDSE Liberal Studies public examination past paper consist of year 2012 to 2016. 
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students and teachers in Hong Kong. For now, they have both printed version and online 
version for subscribers. 
 
These newspaper supplements subscription schemes are mainly designed for local 
students so as to encourage them to read more, because public gradually becoming aware of 
the importance of building newspaper reading habits among students (Leung, 2003). It is 
published every week, except for public holidays, thus students could subscribe the newspaper 
in low price and could only apply through the local schools.  
 
(b) Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Liberal Studies 
The educational philosophy of the three-year senior secondary academic structure 
promotes and facilitates the development of cross-discipline curriculum, and emphasizes on 
flexible cross-discipline curriculum (Education Commission, 2003). Students would be able to 
widen their horizon and enhance their knowledge through cross-discipline learning. This is to 
prepare students to meet the challenges in the 21st century.  
 
From 2009 school year, Hong Kong senior secondary education has changed from 
Hong Kong Certificate of Education Examination (HKCEE) and Hong Kong Advanced Level 
Examination (HKALE) to Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE). What have 
changed in the curriculum is that, core subjects now are Chinese Language, English Language, 
Mathematics and LS, of which LS will be the focus of this study. 
“Liberal Studies play a unique role in NSS curriculum by helping students 
to connect concepts and knowledge across different disciplines, to look at 
things from more than one single perspective, and to study issues not 
covered by any single discipline. It is more than just about developing 
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thinking skills and positive values and attitudes. […] It is a curriculum 
organization that suits the curriculum contexts of Hong Kong and achieves 
the learning goals identifies for senior secondary education.”  
(Education and Manpower Bureau, 2005, p.6-7)  
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CHAPTER TWO 
Literature Review 
 
The chapter will first introduce the education reform and Liberal Studies. Then will 
discuss the culture of examination-oriented education in Hong Kong and its relationship with 
assessment. Followed by illustrating newspaper as an educational tool, and the situation of 
student’s newspaper reading habit in Hong Kong. LS newspaper supplement and predictability 
of examination are included in the last section. 
 
2.1 The New Senior Secondary education curriculum and Liberal Studies 
As mentioned in the previous chapter, LS has become the core subject in the New 
Senior Secondary (NSS) education curriculum. The rationale of LS curriculum is to allow 
students to explore wide range of disciplines in order to understand the contemporary world 
(CDC & HKEAA, 2007). Through the learning of LS, apart from reference books and handouts 
prepared by teachers, students would be exposed to contemporary issues and media resources, 
which are important sources of information in LS.  
 
While exploring the contemporary world, the aims of LS were clearly stated in the 
Curriculum and Assessment (C&A) Guide (CDC & HKEAA, 2007), which catches the 
attention to researcher is ‘to enable students to develop multiple perspectives on perennial and 
contemporary issues in different contexts’. Researcher believes that students can develop 
multiple-perspective thinking through discussing the issues in teaching and learning materials, 
in the act of learning to look for multiple stance and sound evidence on the issue. Moreover, it 
helps students to flourish their skills, such as critical thinking, problem-solving skills and so 
on, which all these skills are useful for lifelong learning (CDC & HKEAA, 2007). As a result, 
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for LS teachers, scaffold instructions together with enquiry-based learning are the commonly 
used pedagogy in LS lessons.  
 
2.2 Culture of examination-oriented education and Assessment in Hong Kong 
People used to describe and agreed that Hong Kong’s education system is examination-
oriented, which all sorts of public examinations focus on assessment of learning instead of 
assessment for learning (Brown et al., 2009; Fok et al., 2006; Education Commission, 2003). 
The examination-oriented culture has been a long history in Hong Kong, the assessment of 
learning approach is not new.  
Thus, people considered that good examination result is equivalent to success. Teachers 
put efforts in drilling student’s examination skills, while students practise for examination 
questions. Up till now, all these are still the focus of teaching and learning. This result was 
aligned with Fullilove (1992), public examination dominated the classroom context. The 
assessment mechanism controls what students should or should not learn and downplays the 
ultimate aim of education (Kirkpatrick & Zang, 2011). Such ingrained practice made it difficult 
for educators to change the values of people and assessment mechanism. 
 
In fact, the Education Commission did try to alter the assessment mechanism in Hong 
Kong. In 2000, the Education Commission (2000) introduced the policies of “Learning for life-
learning through life”, “Learning to learn” in the blueprint of educational reform. The intention 
of policies was positive, as it promotes lifelong learning and enables students to become 
independent learners. It would be necessary for teachers to carry out pedagogical changes and 
a paradigm shift is needed to accomplish the aims (Leung, 2013). However, due to the deep-
rooted nature of public examination, creating learning environments conducive to change 
seems difficult. 
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In the direction of education reform, the NSS education should be in line with the 
objectives of education reform. “Its design should capitalize on the additional space created by 
a three-year senior secondary education and a reduction in the number of public examinations 
for grooming students’ whole-person development, enriching their learning experience.” 
(Education commission, 2003). Hence, HKDSE is the only public examination for NSS 
students now. The change in curriculum results in the reform in public examinations - HKDSE, 
the examinations and curriculum reform should be well integrated. The Education Commission 
(2003) proposed how should the public assessment be reformed: 
(a) to increase the proportion of open-ended items;  
(b) to emphasize the assessment of students high-order thinking. 
 
According to C&A Guide (CDC & HKEAA, 2007), assessment for LS do not simply 
focus on factual knowledge, yet students need to show their understanding on relevant facts to 
make judgments about contemporary issues. Thus, LS assessment demand for explanation of 
issues in contemporary contexts, students have to be aware of and sensitive to contemporary 
issues (Leung, 2013). High-order thinking skills are essential in learning LS. In general, 
students are required to put forward sound evidence and logical view with relevant information, 
and demonstrate multiple-perspective thinking. 
 
Although local secondary school teachers in Hong Kong agreed that public examination 
of LS is different from the traditional examination and any other subjects in terms of mastery 
of concepts and knowledge, elaboration of issues, and perspectives of thinking. In Leung’s 
research (2013), the interviewees (in-service LS teachers) claimed that somehow the focus of 
the lesson was still on public examination. Teachers teach according to public examination 
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requirement, such as marking guidelines and examination skills in guiding student’s learning. 
Looking at the NSS LS curriculum and the real practice in local secondary school classroom, 
researcher shares the same concern as Broadfoot (2007) that “the assessment tail nearly always 
wags the curriculum dog” (p.8).  
 
2.3 Newspaper as an educational tool 
Dissimilar from other subjects, teaching and learning LS does not necessarily need 
textbook because of the focus of subject - elaboration of contemporary issues. Also, to realize 
the aims of NSS curriculum, schools and teachers are encouraged to enhance teaching and 
learning strategies through catering learning diversity of students, by using wide range of 
learning materials and resources. For instance, web-based resources, the media and natural 
resources (Education Commission, 2003). 
 
In the research carried out by Lai and Lam (2011), mass media - especially newspaper 
and television programs, textbooks and the internet are the important sources for not only in-
service teachers but also LS student teachers to design and implement lessons. Sources from 
the media could even suggest ideas to teachers and support the learning in LS lessons. Without 
doubt, among the important sources, newspapers provide up-to-date information to the public 
(Gregg et al., 1998; Segall & Schmidt, 2006; Street, 2002). In daily practice, most teachers will 
integrate the use of newspaper with the subject curriculum. Vockell and Cusick (1995) 
confirmed that using newspaper enhances the learning of the curriculum. 
 
Apart from textbook, newspaper is widely used in classrooms, as “complement and 
supplement traditional classroom texts and resource materials” (Newton, 1985). Not limited to 
subjects and grade levels. Beyond just a distributor of information, newspaper act as an 
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educational tool as well. It is more than just a printed material (Holder & Treno, 1997). Wang 
(1992) has listed the functions of newspaper in teaching: 
1.! We can extract meaningful debate topic in daily lives from it. 
2.! It can supplement the inadequacy of textbooks. 
3.! It can teach students to understand the nature of social transformation and the 
continuity of certain significant debate topics. 
4.! It can facilitate children to get acquainted with their living environment fully. 
 
Using newspaper in teaching and learning helps bring into discussion of contemporary 
issues, as well as to develop student’s ability and high-order thinking skills for lifelong 
learning, also to arouse their interest in reading. The former explanation is in line with the aim 
of NSS and LS curriculum while the latter is in line with the presence of subscription scheme 
of newspaper supplement designed for local students as mentioned in chapter one. 
 
2.4 Student’s newspaper reading habit in Hong Kong 
While investigating the design and text in LS newspaper supplement, it is important to 
understand the newspaper reading habit among secondary school students in Hong Kong. 
Leung (2003) suggested that by reading newspaper, it cultivates student’s reading habit, but 
most importantly, it determines the impact of newspaper on the students. Noting that not 
everyone in society learn from newspaper in the same way (Campbell et al., 2011), as in 
“advanced students read newspaper frequently and habitually trains themselves up; they can 
analyze issues by reading editorial page” (Leung, 2003). 
 
In addition, due to the socio-political culture in Hong Kong, mass media companies 
may have different political stances and editorial styles. Hence, only a small amount of 
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newspaper companies would be favourable to schools and students. As schools encourage 
students to develop reading habit through all the grade levels, so as to subscribe to newspapers 
supplements with discounts. The usual practice in schools is choosing newspaper with neutral 
or objective stance (Ma et al., 2014). Due to the above concern, Ming Pao (for Chinese 
newspaper) and South China Morning Post (English newspaper) were the top-ranked (i.e. top 
three) mass media, with high credibility, in Hong Kong (Centre for Communication and Public 
Opinion Survey The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 2014). 
 
Among the Chinese newspapers, Ming Pao has long been categorized as the media with 
high credibility, which allows the public to know the facts without bias. This might be due to 
the “serious quality” of Ming Pao so as to cater the need of their target reader - the elites 
(Cheung, 2004). 
 
2.5 Liberal Studies newspaper supplements 
As shown in Appendix 1, there are several newspaper companies in Hong Kong that 
launch the subscription schemes for local secondary school students to subscribe to newspaper 
with LS newspaper supplements. The design of different LS newspaper supplements is similar 
in terms of the content. 
 
In Ming Pao LS supplement, the design includes several sections (Appendix 2), include 
the discussion of popular current affairs with different points of view, cover story, HKDSE 
examination practice, and Independent Enquiry Study classroom and so forth. The design on 
the content is mainly issue-based and enquiry-based as mentioned before, newspaper provides 
the most updated information. Therefore, it is expected that newspaper supplement could use 
current affairs as reference to provide ideas for students to learn LS. 
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Hong Kong Economic Journal (HKEJ) as another example, the design and typesetting 
of it is slightly different from Ming Pao. The typesetting of HKEJ is based on the issue, instead 
of several sections. It will discuss one current affair each day, and is published five days a 
week. Within the discussion, background of issues, points of view from different stakeholders 
and analysis of examination question are included. 
 
What catches researcher’s attention is the section about HKDSE examination, as LS 
assessment demand for explanation of issues in contemporary contexts. When these LS 
newspaper supplements are able to provide ideas and discussions of contemporary issues, 
would the function of the newspaper supplement reinforce the examination-oriented culture in 
Hong Kong? 
 
2.6 Predictability in examination 
As from the above, part of the content of the LS newspaper supplements focus on the 
examination. This may alter student’s focus when learning specific subject knowledge. Under 
the examination-oriented education system, predictability in examination becomes a popular 
practice in learning. However, it might be a dilemma in education, as “assessment transparency 
has positive effects, but if an assessment is overly predictable, it can have negative 
consequences for learning” (Elwood et al., 2015), positive effect in a sense it could help 
students to acquire skills for test-wiseness. Likewise, predictability could narrow down the 
curriculum to be taught or learned and inappropriately control over knowledge (Au, 2007). 
 
It has been reported that predicting examination questions was a kind of “aggressive 
marketing techniques” in tutorial schools in Hong Kong (Tsoi, 2013), which are welcomed by 
the students as they predict questions that are likely to appear in public examinations. 
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Unsurprisingly, learning materials and test conditions act as key component of predictability. 
By reviewing the past papers and questions “would help students in knowing what is required 
and knowing all the ‘bits of information you needed to get a good result’ ” (Elwood et al., 
2015). If learning materials have predicted the examination correctly, it may create a false 
impression that any learning strategies are useful to maximize success. Sooner or later, practice 
of predictability in examination fosters the impact of examination-oriented education by 
causing the ‘washback’ effect in teaching and learning (Alderson and Wall, 1993).  
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CHAPTER THREE 
Methodology 
 
The rationale of the design of this research will be explained in this chapter, including 
the research questions and design, and how the data will be collected and analyzed for inquiry. 
 
3.1 Research questions 
In order to understand how students acquire necessary knowledge and skills to prepare 
for LS examination, one way is to inspect the NSS education LS curriculum to see how the 
public examination is about; and how the HKDSE LS examination paper was designed. Thus, 
an analysis of the LS public examination content in LS newspaper supplements can provide 
information about how and what students learn to tackle the public examination. Accordingly, 
the comparison of analysis was designed to show the degree of alignment of the LS 
examination content between the two text sources. 
 
The following are the research questions of this study to be investigated, in order to 
meet the objectives mentioned in Chapter 1: 
a.! What is the design of HKDSE Liberal Studies public examination paper in relation 
to Liberal Studies C&A Guide? 
b.! What is the coverage of the content of Ming Pao Liberal Studies newspaper 
supplement related to HKDSE Liberal Studies examination? 
c.! To what extent the Ming Pao Liberal Studies newspaper supplement is align with 
HKDSE Liberal Studies examination paper?  
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3.2 Research design 
The research aims at analyzing the design of Ming Pao Liberal Studies newspaper 
supplement in relation to HKDSE Liberal Studies examination paper by answering the research 
questions stated above.  
 
The data would be collected through quantitative and qualitative method of content 
analysis. The coverage (ratio) of the content in newspaper supplement related to examination 
would be calculated and the number of modules related, question sources used and question 
types would be recorded, so as to obtain quantitative data during the period of the fieldwork. 
The quantitative data would be compared to analyze the coverage which related to LS public 
examinations. Coding scheme is used to examine the question types in HKDSE LS examination 
paper according to the level of thinking skills.  
 
Meanwhile, qualitative data will be collected through analyzing the text content of 
sections in the newspaper supplement which mainly related to examination, in order to have a 
deeper understanding in the literacy the newspaper supplements contain. 
 
The following parts will explain how and why the data were being collected, also how 
data analysis will be carried out. 
 
3.3 Data collection 
As titled, this study focuses on local LS newspaper supplement produced by local 
newspaper companies in relation to HKDSE LS public examination. The past HKDSE LS 
examination from 2012 to 2016 were used for investigation. The public examination consists 
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of two papers: Paper 1 – ‘Data-response questions’ and Paper 2 – ‘Extended response 
questions’, 10 sets of papers were reviewed. 
 
On the other hand, LS newspaper supplement from Ming Pao was chosen for 
analysis.  As reported by Centre for Communication and Public Opinion Survey The Chinese 
University of Hong Kong (2014), the top-ranked newspaper which has LS newspaper 
supplement subscription scheme for local secondary school students are Hong Kong Economic 
Times and Ming Pao, both Chinese-language newspapers. However, Hong Kong Economic 
Times mainly focusing on economics and finance. To have a more balanced design of content 
for analysis, Ming Pao is more suitable for this research. 
 
Four months’ issues of the twice-weekly paper2, Ming Pao LS newspaper supplement, 
were analyzed. Since NSS LS curriculum was updated by CDC and HKEAA in November 
2015, take into the account that the content of newspaper supplement should be in line with the 
curriculum, newspaper from December 2015 to March 2016 are selected for review. The 
researcher also concerns the typesetting of the LS newspaper supplements when the day of 
HKDSE LS public examination approaches, which is 11th April 2016; to investigate whether 
the typesetting would contain more examination related issues before the day of examination. 
The newspaper is produced twice-weekly and regularly is around 16 pages in length. Across 
the four months, exclude school holidays, 20 editions of the newspaper were scanned for 
sections relating to LS examination.  
 
 
                                                
2 Published every Monday and Thursday. 
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3.4 Data analysis 
The research was done by mixed methods approach, both quantitative and qualitative 
of content analysis research method were used, because it allows people to study the degree of 
alignment in a well-rounded manner and to fully understand the meanings and possible impacts 
of media texts (Macnamara, 2005). Content analysis is a “non-reactive” way (Neuman, 1997) 
to study a broad range of texts in mass media (Macnamara, 2005) and “making inferences by 
systematically and objectively identifying specified characteristics within text” (Stone et al., 
1966) 
 
The research consists of two parts, first is quantitative content analysis, which examines 
the coverage (ratio) of content. The second is qualitative content analysis, which analyze the 
relationship between text. The data collection and analysis of current research is designed with 
reference to the study done by Gregg et al. (1998). 
 
(a) Quantitative content analysis 
With reference to Neuman’s definition (1997), in quantitative content analysis “a 
researcher uses objective and systematic counting and recording procedures to produce a 
quantitative description of the symbolic content in text”. 
 
Both sources of data were designed to describe the degree of relevance by categorizing 
and quantifying them. It includes the six modules in LS (i.e. Table 3a), question reference 
sources (i.e. Table 3b) and question types (i.e. Table 3c), the following section will explain in 
detail of how data would be analyzed. 
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The distribution of the six modules (Table 3a) in the past examination papers and LS 
newspaper supplement allows people to understand what modules have both sources discussed 
about. From LS C&A Guide (CDC & HKEAA, 2007), there are six modules that students need 
to learn in total. When collecting data, some text might not be easy to identify, so it will be 
categorized according to the wordings in the questions and reference sources. For example, 
2015 HKDSE LS examination, Paper 2, questions 2 (Appendix 3). In the issue, wordings such 
as ‘my classmates tease me’, ‘social settings’, ‘with parents’ backing’, ‘promotion by 
celebrities’ are referring to module 1 (Personal development and Interpersonal relationship); 
‘young people in Hong Kong’ relates to module 2 (Hong Kong Today) and ‘Deaths during 
surgery’, ‘invasive procedures’ relate to module 5 (Public health). When reviewing both 
sources, the modules related might not limit to one question only, the modules would be 
counted as appearing more than one time throughout the whole paper or supplement.  
 
Source Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4 Module 5 Module 6 No. of 
modules 
covered 
(Total) 
        
Total        
Table 3a: Data collection table of Distribution of modules related in HKDSE LS exam papers/ 
Ming Pao LS newspaper supplement 
 
Any reference sources appeared in the HKDSE LS examination paper and Ming Pao 
newspaper supplement were reviewed to look at how contemporary issues were appeared to 
test student’s understanding. (See Table 3b, Appendix 5 shows the full coders) The researcher 
has entered the data which allowed various sorting configurations. Any reference sources that 
shows numerical data comprised to ‘Statistics’ category; references with simply text or words 
counted as part of ‘Text’ category; ‘Visual aids’ category contained reference sources such as 
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photography, comics and cartoon. An example of analyzing 2015 HKDSE LS examination 
Paper 1, question 2, was shown in Appendix 6. 
Source Statistics Text Visual aids 
    
Total    
Table 3b: Data collection table of Distribution of reference source used in HKDSE LS exam 
papers/ Ming Pao LS newspaper supplement 
 
 
The unit of measurement would be the question words used in the two sources. 
Combining categories enables the data to reveal the breadth of the knowledge assessed. (See 
Table 3c, Appendix 7 shows the full coders) 
 
Source Elementary thinking 
ability 
Intermediate thinking 
ability 
Advanced thinking 
ability 
    
Total    
Table 3c: Data collection table of HKDSE LS exam papers/ Ming Pao LS newspaper 
supplement exam paper question types distribution 
 
 
In short, the results from the above tables shows the similarity between the design of 
text and questions in HKDSE LS examination papers and the Ming Pao LS newspaper 
supplement. The reason of choosing the issue for the assessment would not be taken account 
of. 
 
(b) Qualitative content analysis 
Followed Macnamara’s (2005) definition of qualitative content analysis, “it examines 
the relationship between the text and its likely audience meaning, recognizing that media texts 
are polysemic – i.e. open to multiple different meanings to different readers”. By using 
qualitative content analysis method, it could reflect how the newspaper supplement use 
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different wordings when talking about issues related to LS examination. Thus, how the use of 
text would cause impact on student’s learning. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
Results and Discussion 
 
In this chapter, the data collected will be reported and discussed. The first part will 
analyze the design of HKDSE LS public examination paper in relation to LS curriculum. The 
second part will analyze the coverage of content of Ming Pao LS newspaper supplement 
relating to LS examination. The last part will illustrate the degree of alignment of Ming Pao 
LS newspaper supplement with HKDSE LS examination, to see whether the design of 
supplement is examination-oriented or not. 
 
4.1 HKDSE Liberal Studies examination paper in relation to C&A Guide 
(a) Cross-module topics of study 
When reviewing the design of public assessment of HKDSE LS, we can refer to the 
C&A Guide, by looking at the aims of LS. One of the focus of NSS education reform is to 
achieve more cross-discipline curriculum. LS is one of the subjects which could fully 
experience cross-discipline by connecting contemporary issues into different modules. This is 
to “enable students to develop multiple perspectives on perennial and contemporary issues in 
different contexts;” (CDC & HKEAA, 2007, p.5). Furthermore, the contemporary issues 
chosen to be used in assessment should cover different modules in LS, as “issue-enquiry 
approach adopted in LS guides both the selection of content and the pedagogy for the 
curriculum.” (CDC & HKEAA, 2007, p.86). As a result, HKEAA (2015) proclaimed that 
multiple-perspective and independent thinking should not be limited to specific areas or 
modules. Students are required to show multiple-perspective thinking when presenting ideas 
by linking knowledge and concepts learnt from the six modules.  
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(b) Assorted reference source 
LS does not only require students to show skills of presenting multiple perspectives of 
ideas, yet also help students develop information processing skills. 
Information processing skills were also tested in the LS public assessment, as one of the aim 
of assessment is to “gather, handle and analyze data and draw conclusions in ways that facilitate 
the attainment of the objectives of the enquiry;” (CDC & HKEAA, 2007, p.124).  
 
Lo (2014) has mentioned that one of the aims by using different reference source is to 
take care of the learning diversity among students, to give scope to one’s ability. As revealed 
by Sankey et al. (2010), the use of multimedia in teaching provides various opportunities “to 
present multiple representations of content (text, video, audio, images, interactive elements) to 
cater more effectively to the different learning styles and modal preferences of an increasingly 
diverse student body”. Students would have to make use of the reference sources to draw 
generalizations from statistical data and summarizing views, so as to strengthen their enquiry 
learning skills and to construct knowledge from the data. 
 
(c) Vast array of question types 
The other aim of LS is “to help students become independent thinkers so that they can 
construct knowledge appropriate to changing personal and social circumstances” (CDC & 
HKEAA, 2007, p.5), HKEAA has therefore designed a broad range of variety of examination 
questions, which are ‘elementary’, ‘intermediate’ and ‘advanced’ thinking ability: 
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1.! Elementary thinking ability: understanding 
Questions require students to identify or directly present the sources. 
Common question words such as ‘identify’, ‘list out’, ‘describe’ etc. will be 
used. 
2.! Intermediate thinking ability: apply and interpret 
Questions require students to apply knowledge and concepts to carry out 
deep analysis and discussion to explain their views. Common question 
words include ‘discuss’, ‘explain’, ‘justify’ etc. 
3.! Advance thinking ability: assess and integrate 
Questions require students to analyze complex arguments. give stance and 
develop personal views. Common question words include ‘assess’, 
‘evaluate’, ‘to what extent do you agree’, ‘assess the impact of’ etc. 
(Or, 2011) 
 
The above explanation from HKEAA displayed the use of Bloom’s Taxonomy in 
learning. The hierarchical structure enables us to evaluate how should we improve the planning 
of curriculum and delivery of instruction (Krathwohl, 2002).  
 
At the same time, it can also fulfill the aim of “to develop in students a range of skills 
for lifelong learning,” (CDC & HKEAA, 2007, p.5) as different level of questions could assess 
student’s critical thinking skills through showing multiple-perspective thinking, creativity and 
problem-solving skills by giving effective and feasible suggestions. It is noteworthy that the 
question types presented in LS examination reveals the breadth of knowledge and concepts 
tested. While the level of thinking ability reveals the depth of the knowledge to be examined.  
 
In short, the design of HKDSE LS examination could achieve part of the LS curriculum 
as stated in the C&A Guide. However, the public assessment is still more of assessment of 
learning rather than assessment for learning. 
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4.2 Coverage of the content of Ming Pao LS newspaper supplement related to 
HKDSE Liberal Studies examination 
In this section, apart from looking at the quantitative data of the coverage of content in 
the newspaper supplement, the qualitative data will be done through analyzing the discourse in 
editing the columns. 
 
There is a slogan in Ming Pao LS newspaper supplement which is printed on the cover 
page of the supplement in every issue. In Chinese, “S/ #)"M” translated in 
English “Knows the world affairs, ready for the [HKDSE] battle”. The wordings in the slogan 
emphasize the preparation for DSE examination. Also, to stress the importance of knowing the 
world affairs so as to fight for the exam. 
 
The typesetting of Ming Pao LS newspaper supplement on Monday and Thursday is 
slightly different in terms of the content and pages related to LS examination issues. The 
selection of relevant pages is based on the wordings presented in the newspaper supplement 
(Refer to Appendix 2). For instance, ‘Mock exam question’, ‘Pictures/cartoon of current 
affairs’, ‘Answering guidelines’, ‘Practical (examination) tactics’ etc., all these terms are 
focusing on dealing with LS examination questions. On Monday, only 1 out of 16 pages 
(6.25%); whereas on Thursday, 4 out of 16 pages (25%) relates to examination skills. Based 
on the number of pages across the typesetting of the whole supplement, pages related to 
examination seem not statistically significant, as the coverage is less than half (i.e. 50%). 
 
Out of the six modules, it is not surprising that Module 2 (i.e. Hong Kong Today) being 
discussed in Ming Pao LS newspaper supplement made up the highest proportion (41.8% as 
opposed to 36.2% in Figure 4a). All six modules have been covered so far in the both sources, 
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yet the distribution of modules was not even. This may be due to the focus on contemporary 
issues happening in Hong Kong. It is also expected that Ming Pao as newspaper could cover 
the six modules by contemporary issues, since local newspaper should “provides information 
on a range of events which may be local, regional, national and international in nature” 
(Campbell et al, 2011). 
 
 
 
HKDSE LS Examination papers Ming Pao LS Newspaper supplement 
Figure 4a: Comparison of modules of LS across the data sets3 
(Note: All percentages are rounded to the nearest tenth) 
 
As documented in Figure 4b, the distribution of three major types of reference source 
used in setting questions is similar. With ‘Text’ occupying the highest percentage, followed by 
‘Statistics’, then ‘Visual aids’ with the least percentage. As mentioned previously, HKEAA 
claimed to use different reference sources so as to cater student’s diversity and also to examine 
student’s enquiry thinking skills through interpreting the data. Despite the similar combination 
of reference source, it was clearly shown that newspaper supplement consists of more text and 
less visual aids when compared with HKDSE LS examination papers. The result was in 
accordance with Street (2002), by considering the newspaper as source of updated and 
                                                
3 Refer to Appendix 4 for details of data collected. 
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compelling information, which could use to teach current events. Hence, the news reported in 
Ming Pao might be used directly as the reference sources when designing practice questions 
for students. 
 
In addition, the findings reflect the nature of the newspaper which are designed to report 
facts and contemporary issues with neutral stance. Newspaper mainly report news by more 
coverage of text and some photos. From Appendix 5, in newspaper supplement, visual aids 
only consist of cartoon. In the typesetting of Ming Pao LS newspaper supplement, there is a 
specific section (“.6=”) to teach students how to analyze cartoon related to current 
affairs. Since the process of obtaining information from cartoon differs in respects from the 
process of obtaining information from text. Gregg et al. (1998) commented that “In text, the 
symbols are always letters and reading them is a linear process”. Processing cartoon, by 
contrast, is not linear. The meaning of objects in cartoon may be processed in a variety of 
orders. A comic contains different simple symbols, yet to present complicated or hidden 
message (Xiao, 2000). Thus, newspaper supplement might aim at teaching students the skills 
of analyzing cartoon, by designing frameworks for interpreting message in the cartoon. 
 
 
 
HKDSE LS Examination papers Ming Pao LS Newspaper supplement 
Figure 4b: Comparison of distribution of reference source used across the data sets 
(Note: All percentages are rounded to the nearest tenth) 
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In contrast, the ‘Advanced thinking ability’ question type (see Figure 4c) was more 
common in the HKDSE LS examination papers than in the Ming Pao LS newspaper 
supplement (i.e. ‘Intermediate thinking ability’ was more common). When reporting news, the 
media might have gathered points of view from different stakeholders in society so as to 
provide multiple perspectives for readers to analyze by their own. In other words, the 
newspaper supplement has provided “much discussion of newspaper as serving an already 
existing curriculum” (Segall & Schmidt, 2006). Newspaper supplement could help students to 
analyze the contemporary issues by connecting the knowledge and concepts that students have 
learnt. By doing so, it would focus on the application of knowledge and concepts and 
interpretation of issues. When students have no difficulties in the intermediate level, they could 
promote to the advanced thinking ability question type. 
 
However, such kind (‘Advanced thinking ability’) of question requires student showing 
their own stance on the issues with elaboration and justification. It is important to know that 
people learn from newspaper in different ways (Campbell et al., 2011), thus it might not be 
appropriate for newspaper supplement to show their stance towards issues. Newspaper is 
always trying to maintain the separation of news and opinion. On the other hand, as HKDSE 
LS examination used as assessment of learning. It seems appropriate for to set more ‘Advanced 
thinking ability’ questions to test student’s understanding of concepts. 
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HKDSE LS Examination papers Ming Pao LS Newspaper supplement 
Figure 4c: Comparison of question types distribution across the data sets 
(Note: All percentages are rounded to the nearest tenth) 
 
Furthermore, in the editing of Ming Pao newspaper supplement, they stated the aim of 
different sections and the slogan (mentioned at the beginning of this section). The wordings 
used (see Table 4a) by Ming Pao put emphasis on skills or tactics and methods in preparing 
HKDSE LS examination, also to highlight the skills in getting higher grades. The message 
conveyed might reinforce student’s attitude towards ‘learning just for examination’. When 
HKDSE LS examination is approaching (i.e. by reviewing newspaper supplement from 7th 
March to 21st March, 2016), ‘review of hot issues’ was included so as to predict the issues 
appear in the public examination. Such predictability might be problematical and deprive 
motivation of students, as students can learn in advance what would be examined (Elwood et 
al., 2015).  
 
The rationale of the supplement may not be aligning with the LS aims stated in C&A 
Guide, as predictability fails to assess the proposed curriculum. In long term, the examination-
oriented culture in Hong Kong could not be altered, drilling students to prepare for examination 
may even worsen such culture. 
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Section Aim of design 
?. (Learn 
from pictures) 
To teach you how to analyze different charts and statistics, 
answering questions effectively. 
.6= (Cartoon 
of current affair) 
To design question by using cartoon of current affairs, to teach you 
how to interpret the meaning of it, to be ready for the [cartoon 
question type] battle. 
#T (Practical 
tactics) 
To pick on common mistakes made by students, to pass on tips of 
getting stars4. Tips including: 
•! Time management 
•! Choice of question 
•! Answering skills 
•! Review of hot issues 
!RG 
(Thinking ability) 
To train logical thinking and organizing ability, to make answer 
more orderly. 
MU%L (Analysis 
of exam question) 
To review student’s sample work and identify the focus of 
assessment by LS teacher 
BU& 
(Answering 
guidelines) 
Table 4a: Aims of different sections in Ming Pao LS newspaper supplement. 
 
4.3 The degree of alignment of Ming Pao Liberal Studies newspaper supplement 
with HKDSE Liberal Studies examination paper 
From the above statistics gathered, it revealed that overall the combination of different 
components in both Ming Pao LS newspaper supplement and HKDSE LS examination paper 
is more or less the same. While the exact frequency of components appeared may not be exactly 
the same. 
 
The use of coding in data collection allows the comparison of examination references 
from the two sources of text. As primary purpose of newspapers supplement and public 
                                                
4 In HKDSE public examination, the results will be graded into Level 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5*, 5**; getting stars 
means achieving high grades. 
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examination differs. The design of the Ming Pao LS newspaper supplement is mostly based on 
the structure of HKDSE LS examination for both Paper 1 and Paper 2. The ideas for content 
might came from the examination report of HKDSE LS examination released every year after 
the result had released. As the predictability of examination context will be built upon the 
components of the assessment (Elwood et al., 2015). In short, content and wordings used in the 
newspaper supplement relates directly to the purpose for which the text was written. Yet the 
impact of the supplement may reinforce the examination-oriented culture in Hong Kong. 
 
To review the Ming Pao LS newspaper supplement as an educational tool by using 
Wang’s definition (1992), the supplement does extract meaningful debate topic and facilitate 
children to acquainted with their living environment fully as the contemporary issues discussed 
in the supplement not only limited to local news but also national and international issues. This 
also aligned with the aims of LS as stated in the C&A Guide, which LS is an issue-based 
enquiry learning subject. The newspaper supplement thus provides an opportunity for students 
to learn LS in an issue-based approach. Perhaps, it may not be suitable to say that “it can 
supplement the inadequacy of textbooks”. As in LS, textbook is more like a reference book for 
teachers and students. There may be possibility that students learn LS through newspaper rather 
than textbook. 
 
On the contrary, the HKDSE LS examination papers show a rather balanced proportion 
for different elements in different parts (i.e. modules, reference sources and question type). 
Since the assessment requires students to show their critical and multiple-perspective thinking, 
different elements act as a means to test student’s ability. Also, in the examination report, 
HKEAA would not teach students skills to answer different types of question or how to obtain 
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higher grades. It would point out common mistakes made by candidates and simple ideas for 
answering the questions.   
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CHAPTER FIVE 
Conclusion 
 
The first part of the chapter summarized the result and findings of this study. 
Limitations and suggestions were given for further research in the future. 
 
5.1 Research summary 
The inquiry examined the references to design of LS examination in HKDSE LS 
examination paper and Ming Pao LS newspaper supplement. Newspaper supplement might be 
an effective way to learn LS as it could provide ideas for students to learn through issue-based 
approach. However, the purpose of two sources differs, the newspaper supplement revealed 
that part of the content still lay stress on importance of examination skills. Eventually, when 
students interpret the newspaper as learning for examination, students and teachers might put 
the learning focus on examination. 
 
This study also highlights the design of HKDSE LS examination paper in relation to 
LS C&A Guide. To look at the aims of LS, the public assessment could only achieve part of 
them but not all as the public examination is an assessment of learning. Without doubt, there 
are still areas which researcher appreciates. As the elements and reasons of the design of 
examination papers shows the effort so as to make it align with curriculum, this could pass on 
the spirit of LS. 
 
This research hopes to inform the public, especially newspaper companies and editors 
who are responsible for the newspaper supplement designed, to catch people’s attention so that 
they can improve the ways of learning LS. In long term, to achieve the aims of LS in a whole-
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rounded manner. As a pre-service teacher, we see the value of LS and how it developed 
student’s thinking. It is hoped that the public could also recognized the spirit of LS. 
 
5.2 Research limitations and suggestions 
The research conducted has provided a direction of examining the LS newspaper 
supplement subscribed by local secondary school students in Hong Kong. the research prompts 
some questions that the findings could have been further strengthened if the editors of the 
newspaper supplement were consulted and interviewed, so as to understand the reason behind 
the design of such supplements. Moreover, as newspaper might be an educational tool in 
learning LS, students and teachers could also be interviewed, to examine whether LS 
newspaper supplement is effective and useful in learning and teaching LS. 
 
In addition, the sample size of the research is small, as Ming Pao is the only LS 
newspaper supplement being reviewed. The results might not be able to generalized the 
situation in the market. Further research on comparing different LS newspaper supplements 
designed by newspaper companies could bring us implication on different focuses of the 
supplements. 
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APPENDICES 
 
Appendix 1: Local Newspaper Companies with Liberal Studies newspaper 
supplement 
Newspaper Newspaper Company Name of 
Newspaper 
supplement 
, Ming Pao Newspaper Limited SSN
V4D7+ Hong Kong Economic Times Holdings Limited S six X QP

 Hong Kong Economic Journal Company Limited 
SN
) Wen Wei Po Company Limited )(F
-+ Sing Tao Newspaper Limited S-File 
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Appendix 2: Content of Ming Pao Liberal Studies newspaper supplement 
 
 Monday Thursday 
P. 02 - 05 .WW 
(V4:I
;G5) 
.OU (Current affairs) 
P.5 1'MU (Mock exam question) 
P. 06 - 07 JWHK (Points of view) 
P. 08 - 09 	NN 9 x 0  (Cover story) 
P. 10 9 0 L@ (Concept decoding) 
P. 11 <2 ;$A (Student as contributor) 
P. 12 ?N (Learn from pictures) 
or 
.6= (cartoon of current 
affair) 
#T (Practical tactics) 
P. 13 ;3?SN IES( (IES classroom) 
P. 14 >+ MU%L (Analysis of examination 
question) 
P. 15 DSE
C BU& (Answering guidelines) 
P. 16 8W*E 8W*E (Hot news) 
 
Note: Words in red refers to content related to HKDSE Liberal Studies examination. 
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Appendix 3: 2015 HKDSE Liberal Studies Paper 1 - Question 2 
 
Source A: Adapted from a newspaper report dated 14 February 2011 
An increasing number of young people in Hong Kong are undergoing plastic surgery. A 23-
year-old female university graduate said she had HK$40 000 of plastic surgery to enlarge her 
eyes before starting to seek work. She had an operation when she was just 17 to reshape her 
nose. “When I was small I thought I was rather ugly and my classmates used to tease me 
about my appearance. But now i feel more comfortable in social settings,” she said. Some 
of her friends were also considering surgery and had sought her advice. 
 
A Hong Kong plastic surgeon said that in one case a 14-year-old girl had eyelid surgery with 
her parents’ backing. He said some customers opted for plastic surgery because they 
thought it was a worthwhile ‘investment’ in their career. Others wanted to look more western. 
He said that promotion of plastic surgery by celebrities had helped it to become more 
acceptable. 
 
Source B: Adapted from a newspaper report dated 27 February 2014 
Taiwan has banned ‘medically unnecessary’ plastic surgery on under-18s. Operations on 
minors such as nose jobs, breast enhancement and ‘double-eyelid’ surgery which makes the 
eyes look bigger, are prohibited, the Ministry of Health and Welfare said. The government 
acted following reports of children as young as nine undergoing surgery, some 
unsuccessfully. 
 
Before the ban, under-18s in Taiwan were allowed plastic surgery if they had the approval 
of their parents or legal guardians. However, health officials say that some lied about their 
ages to get treatment. “We are concerned that more youngsters, and even parents, will 
overlook the risks and consequences of such surgery,” an official said. “The ban is necessary 
as invasive procedures* have potential risks for youngsters who are still growing.” concerns 
about the safety of plastic surgery heightened following recent deaths during the 
surgery. 
 
However, the proposal for a similar ban in Guangzhou has been criticised. “Fostering the 
personal development of under-18s is the responsibility of schools and families. The law 
should not be used to restrain juveniles’ freedom,” said an education expert. 
* An invasive procedure is a form of surgery that penetrates or breaks the skin or enters a 
body cavity. 
 
a.! From Source A, identify and explain two reasons why an increasing number of young 
people in Hong Kong are undergoing plastic surgery.                                  (6 marks) 
 
b.! With reference to the sources provided and your own knowledge, should the Hong Kong 
government ban ‘medically unnecessary’ plastic surgery on under-18s through 
legislation? Justify your stance.                                                                            (8 marks) 
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Appendix 4:  
Table of Distribution of modules related in the two sources with full coders 
Source 
Module 1- 
Personal 
Development and 
Interpersonal 
Relationships  
Module 2- Hong 
Kong Today 
Module 3- 
Modern China 
Module 4- 
Globalization 
Module 5- Public 
Health 
Module 6- 
Energy 
Technology and 
the Environment 
No. of modules 
covered 
        
Total        
 
Table of Distribution of modules related in HKDSE LS exam papers  
Year of 
HKDSE 
LS exam 
paper 
Module 1- 
Personal 
Development and 
Interpersonal 
Relationships  
Module 2- Hong 
Kong Today 
Module 3- 
Modern China 
Module 4- 
Globalization 
Module 5- Public 
Health 
Module 6- 
Energy 
Technology and 
the Environment 
No. of modules 
covered 
2012  4 3 1 2 1 5 
2013  4 2 1 1 2 5 
2014 1 5 1 1 1 2 6 
2015 2 4 3 2 2 2 6 
2016 1 4 1 4 1  5 
Total 4 21 10 9 7 7  
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Table of Distribution of modules related in Ming Pao LS newspaper supplements  
Date of the 
newspaper 
released 
Module 1- 
Personal 
Development 
and 
Interpersonal 
Relationships  
Module 2- Hong 
Kong Today 
Module 3- 
Modern China 
Module 4- 
Globalization 
Module 5- Public 
Health 
Module 6- Energy 
Technology and 
the Environment 
No. of modules 
covered 
17/12/15  1  1  2 3 
04/01/16    1  1 2 
07/01/16 1   1   2 
11/01/16  1     1 
14/01/16  2  2 1 1 4 
18/01/16  1     1 
21/01/16  2 1 1 1  4 
25/01/16  1     1 
28/01/16  2 1 1   3 
01/02/16  1   1  2 
18/02/16  2  1  1 3 
22/02/16     1  1 
25/02/16 1 2  1 1 1 5 
29/02/16  1     1 
03/03/16 1 2  1 1  4 
07/03/16  1     1 
10/03/16  1 1    2 
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14/03/16   1    1 
17/03/16 2 2  1   3 
21/03/16  1     1 
TOTAL 5 23 4 11 6 6  
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Appendix 5 
Table of Distribution of reference source used in the two sources with full coders 
 Statistics Text Visual aids 
Source Table 
Bar 
chart 
Line 
graph 
Pie 
chart Timeline Paragraph 
News 
article 
Extract 
from 
book 
Individual's 
views Commentary 
Research 
study Cartoon Comics Photograph 
               
Total    
 
 
Table of Distribution of reference source used in HKDSE LS exam papers 
 Statistics Text Visual aids 
Year of 
HKDSE 
LS exam 
paper Table 
Bar 
chart 
Line 
graph 
Pie 
chart Timeline Paragraph 
News 
article 
Extract 
from 
book 
Individual's 
views Commentary 
Research 
study Cartoon Comics Photograph 
2012 2 1  1  2 2 1    1 1 1 
2013 2     1 4     2  3 
2014 2 1   1  7  1   1  3 
2015 3 1     3   6  1   
2016 4 1 1   1 4   1 1 1   
Total 20 34 14 
 
 
 
Table of Distribution of reference source used in Ming Pao LS newspaper supplements  
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Date of 
the 
newspap
er 
release 
Statistics Text Visual aids 
Table 
Bar 
chart 
Line 
graph 
Pie 
chart Timeline Paragraph 
News 
article 
Extract 
from 
book 
Individual's 
views Commentary 
Research 
study Cartoon Comics Photograph 
17/12/15 1     1 2        
04/01/16  2 1            
07/01/16       2        
11/01/16       2     1   
14/01/16 1   1  2 1   1     
18/01/16 2              
21/01/16      1   1   1   
25/01/16         1   1   
28/01/16       2    1 1   
01/02/16 1  2 1           
18/02/16      1 3        
22/02/16            1   
25/02/16       3   1     
29/02/16 4  1            
03/03/16      2 2  1      
07/03/16       1     1   
10/03/16 1     1 1  1      
14/03/16 2      1        
17/03/16 1      3        
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21/03/16         1   1   
Total 21 39 7 
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Appendix 6: Sample of reference sources from 2015 HKDSE Liberal Studies Paper 1  
 
 
 
 
  
Statistics (Table) 
Visual aids 
(Cartoon) 
Text (Commentary) 
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Appendix 7 
Table of exam paper question types distribution in the two sources with full coders 
 
Elementary 
thinking ability Intermediate thinking ability 
 +  
+	
 
	-
+/ 
	#
, 
#,*

 / ...#, ....#, $( &, ...#, 
/ 
#, 
Source Describe Identify 
Describe 
and 
explain 
Identify 
and 
elaborate 
Identify 
and 
explain 
Explain 
how the 
sources 
support What…  
What 
would 
be...explain Which...explain Discuss Interpret How...explain Explain 
              
Total   
 
Advanced thinking ability 
*
 
*
!

 
(
")
! 
!
...() 

!'
 

!


 



 
'...
#, '...() '...#, 
	
#, 
...()
  % 
(")
...() 
Do 
sources 
support 
this 
view 
To what 
extent 
do 
sources 
support 
this 
view 
To 
what 
extent 
should 
the... 
To what 
extent X 
affect 
Y...justify  
To 
what 
extent 
do you 
think... 
To 
what 
extent 
do 
you 
agree 
Do 
you 
agree 
Through 
what 
ways do 
you 
think... 
Do you 
think...justify 
what do you 
think...explain 
Suggest 
and 
explain 
Does...justify 
your view Evaluate 
Should 
(role)...justify 
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Table of exam paper question types distribution in HKDSE LS exam papers 
 
Elementary 
thinking ability Intermediate thinking ability 
 +  
+	
 
	-
+/ 
	#
, 
#,*

 / ...#, ....#, $( &, ...#, 
/ 
#, 
Year of 
HKDSE 
LS 
exam 
paper Describe Identify 
Describe 
and 
explain 
Identify 
and 
elaborate 
Identify 
and 
explain 
Explain 
how the 
sources 
support What…  
What 
would 
be...explain Which...explain Discuss Interpret How...explain Explain 
2012 2   1 1  1  1 1    
2013    1 2   1   1 1  
2014 1   1     1    2 
2015 2    2        2 
2016 3    2 1 1     1 1 
Total 8 25 
 
Advanced thinking ability 
*
 
*
!

 
(
")
! 
!
...() 

!'
 

!


 



 
'...
#, '...() '...#, 
	
#, 
...()
  % 
(")
...() 
Do 
sources 
support 
this 
view 
To what 
extent 
do 
sources 
support 
To 
what 
extent 
should 
the... 
To what 
extent X 
affect 
Y...justify  
To 
what 
extent 
do you 
think... 
To 
what 
extent 
do 
Do 
you 
agree 
Through 
what 
ways do 
you 
think... 
Do you 
think...justify 
what do you 
think...explain 
Suggest 
and 
explain 
Does...justify 
your view Evaluate 
Should 
(role)...justify 
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this 
view 
you 
agree 
  1   4  1   2    
 1    1 1 1 1 1  1   
1    1 3   1 1   1  
     2 1   2 2   1 
   1   1  1    1 1 
              
              
36 
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Table of exam paper question types distribution in Ming Pao LS newspaper supplements 
 
Elementary 
thinking ability Intermediate thinking ability 
 +  
+	
 
	-
+/ 
	#
, 
#,*

 / ...#, ....#, $( &, ...#, 
/
#, 
Date of 
the 
newspap
er 
release 
Describ
e Identify 
Describe 
and 
explain 
Identify 
and 
elaborate 
Identify 
and 
explain 
How 
the 
sources 
support What… 
What 
would 
be...explain 
Which...explai
n Discuss 
Interpre
t How...explain 
Explai
n 
17/12/15   1  1  1       
04/01/16       1 1      
07/01/16            1  
11/01/16         1     
14/01/16      1   1   1 1 
18/01/16             1 
21/01/16    1       1   
25/01/16              
28/01/16          1   1 
01/02/16        1      
18/02/16  2            
22/02/16              
25/02/16    1    2      
29/02/16            1 1 
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03/03/16      1  2 1     
07/03/16            1  
10/03/16    1          
14/03/16      1        
17/03/16     1         
21/03/16        1      
              
Total 2 31 
 
Advanced thinking ability 
*
 
*
!

 
(
")
! 
!
...() 

!'
 

!


 



 
'...
#, '...() '...#, 
	
#, 
...()
  % 
(")
...() 
Do 
sources 
support 
this 
view 
To what 
extent 
do 
sources 
support 
this 
view 
To 
what 
extent 
should 
the... 
To what 
extent X 
affect 
Y...justify  
To 
what 
extent 
do you 
think... 
To 
what 
extent 
do 
you 
agree 
Do 
you 
agree 
Through 
what 
ways do 
you 
think... 
Do you 
think...justify 
what do you 
think...explain 
Suggest 
and 
explain Does...justify 
Evaluate 
the 
impact 
of... 
Should 
(role)...justify 
     1         
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             1 
     1      1   
       1       
     2         
              
     2         
      1        
     1         
              
     1         
              
     2 1        
     1         
     2     1    
              
              
19 
 
